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Socrates, for Kierkegaard, like Samson, seizes the Columns bearing the
edifice of Knowledge and plunges everything down into the nothingness
of ignorance.

(5) Irony and German Romanticism

Romantics, Schlegel, Tieck, and others related, or thoughtthey related
to an age in which men had become ossified, as it were, within finite
social situations. They sought to abrogate all ethics, not simply in the
sense of custom and usage, but that ethical totality which is the validity of
mind, the dominion of the spirt over the flesh.

(6) Conclusion

A glance atthe work discloses so much Hegelianism in its terminology,
perspectives, and the specifics of its representation of Socrates and the
German Romantics as to convince many that the indebtedness was so
great as to preclude any originality on Kierkegaard’s part.

Despite any Hegelian, or even Socratic influences upon the danish
philosopher, there is no question but that the Concept of irony which
emerges is Kierkegaards.
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“Kierkegaard’s Concept of irony”

(Summary)

This Paper deals with Kierkegaard's Concept of Irony", it is divided
into six parts as Follows:

(1) Introduction

Kierkegaard's interest in irony started too early, the referencestoirony
and uses of it in his writings were abundant. At home he was nicknamed
“the fork”, because once he said that he would like tobe a*“fork” when he
grew up, so he could spear every thing and be able to stick people who
boethered 1im. He himself delighted in the role of ironist in Copenhagen
society.

(2) The importance of the concept of Irony: - the structure of the
concept of irony is important for at least two reasons: first, because
Kierkegaard is a self-consious author whose anticipated thought is
contained in germinal Form in this work. We can find many important
ideas which will be fundamentalin his system Ex: Subjectivity, Spheres of
Existence, Paradox, Time and Etermity.... etc. Second: this work isrelated
to his later philosophy in much the same way as Hegel's phenomenology
of mind, is to the Hegelian system.

(3) Hegel’'s concept of irony

Hegel's influence upon Kierkegaard's Philosophy in general, and
specially upon studing irony, are quite clear. Sothe paper dealt, first, with
Hegel's treatment of ancient irony in Socratic method, and modern irony
in german romanticism.

(4) Kierkegaard and the socratic irony
There are two kinds of irony:

A) lrony as a tool, or mode, of discourse. Kierkegaard thinks that the
real Socratic dialogues end without any result.

Ex: Apology, Symposium, Protagoras.

B) Irony as existential mode, or existence-stance.
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